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At Great Leaps Adventure, we encourage awareness of environmental responsibilities and
implementpractices thatcontribute to a sustainable future. All visitors are supported to become
environmentally responsible and showrespectfor the environment. Sustainability is often thought
aboutin terms of environmental sustainability—reducing waste, minimising consumption and
protecting and conserving wildlife and natural habitats.

National Quality Standards (NQS)

Quality Area 3: Physical Environment

3.1 The design and location of the premises is appropriate for the operation of a Service

3.2 The environment is inclusive, promotes competence, independent exploration and learning
through play

3.3 The Servicetakesanactiveroleincaringforitsenvironmentand contributestoasustainable
future

PURPOSE

We aimto ensure the environmentis safe, clean and sustainable. We believe in educating our visitors
about the environmentwhichispromotedthroughdaily practices, resource andinteractions.
Sustainable practice will be encouraged within the service assisting Service usersto become

advocates for a sustainable future.

SCOPE

This policy applies to children, families, staff, management and visitors of the Service.

IMPLEMENTATION

Learning about sustainability starts with everyday practice. We believe environmentally
sustainable practices should be embedded into operations of the service. Our service is
committed to protecting our environment to ensure a sustainable future for our children. This
process involves educators, children, families, our staff and all visitors to the service working
together to protect our environment to ensure a sustainable future.

Through continuous education and the raising of awareness we strive to improve every day!
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¢ Networkwith the local community to keep up to date with current practices and ideas for

sustainability.

e Encourageeducators,familiesand childrentoengage ininnovative practices and appreciate
the natural environment.

e Whererelevant, review policies and procedureswithin the Service to find more
sustainable outcomes. (eg: Usinghanddryers or washersinstead of paper towel to

dryhands)

e Where possible electronic communication will be used to reduce paper use within the office
and in each room for newsletters, billing and other communication needs.
e Sourceresourcesand materialsfrommore sustainable outlets.

e Ensure sustainable practices are incorporated into the daily routine. These willinclude:

Sustainable Practice Ideas

Recycling - Recycling paper and rubbish
- Using recycled water

Energy Conservation - Limit the use carbon emitting resources wherever
possible

Water Conservation - Using half flush on the toilet

- Turning off the water when not in use

Natural Resources & Equipment : .
- Reusingnaturalmaterials—trees, blocks, boxesetc

- Using as many naturally available resources as
possible

- Enable the education of service users to
understand the world around us and what it can

safely provide.
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Stalff will:

Incorporaterecyclingaspartofeveryday practice atthe Service.Recycling containers
willbe provided throughout meal times and experiences.
Role model sustainable practices.
Discuss sustainable practices with the service usersas partofthe curriculum.
Provide information to all on sustainable practices thatare implemented at the Service and
encourage the application of these practices in the home environment.
Shareideasbetweenstaff,childrenandfamiliesaboutsustainableideas,implementation
andresources.
Role model energy and water conservation practices.
Seek to purchase equipment that is environmentally friendly where possible. Staff will
reduce the amountofplastic and disposable equipmentthey purchase and selectmaterials
that are made of natural materials.
Use the conceptof “reduce, re-use and recycle” which will become part of everyday

practice.
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Source

e The Business of Childcare, Karen Kearns. 2004

Education and Care Services National Regulation. 2015

o National Quality Standards

Adventure CiC p

¢ DepartmentofSustainability, Environment, Water, Populationand Communities—

www.environment.gov.au

o Early Childhood Environmental Education Network
www.eceen.org.au

o Early Childhood Environmental Education Network
(ECEEN) www.eceen.org.au

e Environmental Education in Early Childhood (EEEC)

www.eeec.org.au
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